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Leader cooperation
project



Network of Estonian Smart Villages 
24 Smart Village strategies
24 innovative pilot actions
Visibility on Smart Villages topic
Inputs for LDS 2023-2027

 Main objectives



24 villages



13 Local Action Groups



national working group: 
Ministry of Rural Affairs 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
Estonian Rural Network 
Estonian LEADER Union 

Estonian Village Movement 
Association of Cities and Municipalities



Smart Rural 21 network




PARTNERS



MAIN
ACTIVITIES

6 training modules (social innovation,
digitalization, circular economy, smart

transport, regional branding, etc)

Study visits (Estonia, Austria, Denmark
and international networking

Mentoring support - each village
received its own mentor

Pilot actions - grants 5000€ per village 

Communication activities - website, FB,
articles in local and national media



Some numbers...
28 different trainings,
seminars, meetings + village
level meetings

55 articles, news + FB posts +
National campaign Rural News
15 Estonian LAGs integrated
Smart Villages in their LDS

24 smart village strategies



Coming ...

Pilot actions Impact assessment Final event 15th of May
Networking

Video



PILOT
ACTIONS

DIGITALIZATION: interactive village
visitor map, virtual community platform,
smart wall in community kitchen,
equipment for distance working, etc

COMMUNITY SERVICES: services
supporting the livelihood of the
residents, village cinema, new concept
for local school and kindergarden,
capacity building of local people,
involvement of youth, energy security,
circular economy solutions, etc

BRANDING AND SERVICES FOR
VISITORS: interactive tools for sharing
info, maps for visitors, smart bench, etc



Some tips
Networking

Innovation Labs

Systematic work

Capacity
building



THANK YOU!


